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Dear Parents

What will my child leam in secad grade? Es
a question you ve o dodot asked, aut of plain
aricsity and the geruine desire to supoort
your child through comtless homework assign-
ments ard projects Knowing what unitsdf
study are coming up can give you the big pic-
tre you re lokirg far, as well as the ogoor -
tunity for enriching family canversations and

experiences.

The Stamford Public Schools has prepared
this Parent Curriculum Guide as a helpfil
resource for you. Our curriculum meets state
ard natiaual standards in every subject and at
every grade level, while also encouraging cre -
acivity ad flexibility . Our teachers lodk for -
ward to being your partners in developing
yar child s strengths and in respoding to his
or her specific needs ard interests That
cooperative approach helps student s tuily
arirsr achnl - = Jight s the gpark for a life -
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Help Yoxr Child
Build Reading Skills

n

CalLh/zd11e

with your child. Mek ';!i'_

ard with your child. Stop to ask
ing questions.

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Grade Two reading curriculum
enphasizes the ability to understand
ard interpret written stories, megazine
articles, ard textlbodks.

Understard stories, megazine articles, and textbocks

Retell the mein points of a sty

Determine the main idea in informetional
writing

Determine the author s message or theme

Identify story elements such as charac-
ters,

setting, prdolam, ard solution

Retell stories read by giving the begin-

ad ending of a story in the order in which
th/ By the end of second

happen, while explaining who the main characters,... .

should be able to sug-

Comprehension Part 2 je==

reasons why the

Developing an Interpretatiom author might have
Meke camections between a story or factualtese patiols
and cne s own experiences e e sy
Understand the organizatiawal pattem of a stary
(for exanple, begimming, middle, and ending)

Follow the orgenizatical pattem of a factual ook

(for example, uwderstard that the atthor is givirg the
steps to follow when reading how to do a science experi -
ment)

Suggest reasons why an author might have included par-
taiar

event s in a stary

Point ait the pats of a story that show what a character
is like or what a story means

SECOND GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE (M€}
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Comprehension Part 3

Takirg a Critical Stance
Make a judgment about the quality of a story (for exam-
ple, I thirk te stary is better then the first ae in
the series because... )

Use information fram the story and from ane s own expe-
riene

to meke predictions about what might hapgpen next in a
sty

Determine what might happen as a result of information

presented in a factual bock

Recognize when an author is using a special literary tool
such as a

figure of gpeech, rhythm, or rlyme in a poem

Evaluate the importance of infommstion in a story ar
Reading Strategies i

Use grephic orgenizers (charts, lits, diagrams) to
improve

underst anding

nterpret pichres, tables, and graphs

Know when something would be better understood if a
partiai
question were answered
Slow down during dif fiailt ard inpartant pats, speed up
during easy ard less important pats, and know when to

comparisons to known words

Use context clues to determine meaning by locking at the

sentence a word is in and the sentences aroud it to
decide

what word makes sense

Recognize high frequency words when reading

Recognize sight words when reading

Aoply decoding skills reading in aontext

Understand, while reading, the meaning of words already
studied

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Grade Two writing amriculum
emphasizes the composing of stories,
poars, ard infometiarl writing to tell a
tale, express a feeling, ar explain an
ile=:)

W rite stories that are sequenced
W rite poems that have a message
W rite infometiawl pieces that explain a point

Plan for writing (gather ideas and

decide

m a type of writirg)

Compose the writing (put ideas on

paper)

Shape the writing (add, expand on,

celete,

and organize ideas)
Dif farat Types of Writig

Tetter Wlfitjl':g Second graders
Nerrative stories eplare dif ferent kinds
of writing inclhuding
Y ok reviews, letters,
Book reviews and poetry.

Infometive writing

Aoply editing cawentions to own writing

Use complete sentences

Use capitalizatio far the proon I, names, holidays,
groups, mmths, days, and letter cpening and closing
Spell grace level wards correctly in fimal drafts

SECOND GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE
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Use punctuation, including periods, question merks,

ina
geries, in a date) corectly

The Grade Three oral language
curriculum enmphasizes comumicating

clearly, working cooperatively, ad
listenirg attentively to leam.

exclamation marks, and commas (after the close of a letter,

Help Yorr Child
Build Math Skills

n

Communicating

Spesk clearly

Focus on speaker

Relate experiences and interests

Engage in conversation with classmates and adults
Communicate a simple message clearly

(8] STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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The Stamford Public Schools mathemat -
ics arriaulum reflect s state and natianal
& andards of what students need to know
ard e able to do. It also is designed to
help student s understand that math is
an important part of daily life ad is the
basis of many varied professians.

Match sets 0-100 using pictures, words, and symbols

Group dojects irto sets of 10 given no more than 20
doject s

Identify position of mubers an a munber line

Comt by 1 5253558, ad 10 s, odd and even num-
bers to 100

Count by 100 s

Count backwards 50-0

Create models, draw pictures, ard write rumerals to
develop

understanding of regrouping and renaming numbers 0-
999

Read, order, and compare whole numbers 0-999

Tdentify rmmbers (less than 100) from pictures of menipu-
latives

or base ten materials

Rewrite mumbers (less than 100) with regrouping using
pictures

of base ten meterials

Rewrite mmbers (less than 100) using expanded notatim

Explore adding/subtracting one/two/ten, more/less than a

mnber less than 100

Use base ten materials to solve place value concepts
ae/two/ten, more/less than a muber
less than 100

Solve prdblems irvolving place value concepts ane/ten,
more/less than a

Use appropriate language for comparing numbers and
sts

(e.g., as many as, more, fewer, equal, and unequal)

Use ordinal terminology, first - hidredth

Idatify, compare, ard divide wholes into fractiawl pats
1/2, 1/3, 1/4, 1/8)

Idatify, label, ad anstruct fractianwl pats of regians
ard

st s and uwderstard their relationship to the wole
Demonstrate the understanding of the meaning of the
nnbers in a fraction

Use fractiamal symbols to represent pats of wholes and
pats

of ssts of dojects

Match wnit fractions with pictures of wnit fractians

Use aoncrete models and pictorial representatians to
develcop an under- & anding of proportions
(e.g., if 3 caxdies cost 5 catts, how many candies
can you buy for 10 cents, 20 caits, &c.?)
Recognize and state the valwe of all U. S.
aoins ard the ae dollar bill using

Recognize, describe, oopy, and exterd sinple |
lirear pattems ard explain in writing
Recognize, describe, extend, and explain pet-
tems

irvolving gearetric shapes

Create more complex pattems using dojects oftuwlple
numbers and state the nile

Explore pattems and sequences using tables, graphs,
and charts such as function tables and hundreds charts
Use pattems ard relatianships to solve prdolems
Extend, recoonize, and describe pattenms thet exdist in a
variety of

amtexts, such as poetry, art, music, body movement,

Match addition and subtraction fact mmber sentences
with pichres

AAd three or more single-digit rumbers

Add and subtract miltiples of five and ten

Use dbjects ard coanting strategies to find addition facts

‘riner Téss than ‘100

SECOND GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE
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Use dojects and comnting strategies to find subtraction
f=ts

Demonstrate understanding of the irverse relationship

between addition and subtraction

Use the concepts of equality and inequality of rumcers
ard

number sentences

Apply the comutative property of addition (e.g., 243 =
3+2)

Explare adding/subtracting 1-, 2-, ard 3-digit |,
numbers

A and subtract 1- and 2-digit rumbers with
and without regrouping

W rite a muber sentence to match a picture

and vice versa

W rite story prdblems fram addition arnd sub-

i

number sentences

Tdentify agoropriate addition/subtraction

geeration
or rumber sentence to solve story prablems e i
Determine data needed to solve story prad- ;i eisioein
lems between addition,
Solve story prdolems with three addends
Determine data needed to solve story prdb-
lems

Solve story prdolems containing extranecus
informetion

Use the following strategies to solve prdolars:

Act Tt Out, Draw a Picture, Guess and Check,

Iook For a Pattern, Make a Table, ard Make a List

Use menipulatives to model miltiplication and division
Relate multiplication to repeated addition

Relate division to repeated subtraction

Demonstrate understanding of the irverse

relationship between miltiplication and division
Understand the relationship between addition, subtraction,
miltiplication, and division

Explare miltiplication and division fact strategies for

25 3sg4s ads5 s

W rite and corplete miltiplication and division sentences
using arithmetic symools (x, , =)

Student s develcp

subtraction, multipli -

cation and division.

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

o

Measurement

Estimate and measure length and height using customary
(inch, foot, yard) ard metric (centimeter, neter) wnits
Estimate and measure length and height using non-stan-

dard wnit s

Measure area of a plane figure with non-standard units
Compare the areas of two figures

Estimate and measure the perimeter of a polygon in inch-

es

Estimate and investigate weight using custamary (ounce,

pouad) ,

metric (kilogram, gram) and non-standard units

Estimate and measure capacity using custamery (cup,

pirt, gert, half gllm, ard gllan), netric
(liter) ad mm-standard wnits

Estimate, compare ard order lergth, height, weight, and

capacity using dopropriate vocdboulary (e.g., short -
er/shortest, heavier/heaviest, ard
more/most)

Solve problems involving measurement
Uee varied termirology to tell time (e.g., half past, 4:30)
Tell time an the hoar, elf o, quarter hoar, ad five ad
ten minte intervals using digital and analog clocks
Tell time to the nearest hour ard nearest half hour using
analog ard digital clodks
Use calaulators, clocks, and timelines to
Mﬂes and solve time prdblems

Locate and describe dbjects by positim

(e.g., top/lottan, north/south, lef tAddt)

Idatify plare figmres (circle, squre, triagle, and rectan-
de)

TIdentify sides and comers of plane figures

Identify solid figwes (adoe, sghere, cylinder, axe, rectan-
gqular prism, and square pyramid)

Identify faces, edges, ard comers of solid figures

Use standard and non-standard units to estimete the
legth of

plare figmes

Construct and aopy polygans ard solids using a variety of
meterials and compare their featires

Identify and amstruct figures with ae, or more then ae,
line of as well as a fig

hisls=iule oibo'e oliiahih
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Data Analysis/Statistics/Prdesbility

Idatify doject s that are the sare or dif ferent by ane
attrdibite

Sort ard classify doject s by three or nore attributes ard

explain the rule for each sort

TInterpret data from bar graphs, pictographs, and Verm dia-
grams

Explore a variety of ways for systematically recording,
@:ﬁﬂzﬂl i gl

and analyzing data

Construct bar grephs, pictogrephs, and Vern diagrams by

aollecting, organizing, and interpreting information

Create simple bar graphs and pictographs from data

Read ard interpret simple bar graphs, pictographs, arnd

Vern diagrams

Record and display data using charts ard tables

Read ard interpret data from darts ad tables

Draw reasonable conclusions from tables, graphs, and
derts

Discuss the likelihood that various events will cooar

Predict, recad, ard verify data to show the resultsE

praoability experiment s

w1+ <
e T Q
e 9 Q
arplc.s 10 @ QD Q:)

] ““1 Joe Beoth
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The science curriculum was develcoped
to meet the goals and content dojec-
tives of the National Science Education
Standards. The curriculum is divided
into three st andards-based strands:
Life Science, Earth and Space Science,
and Physical Science.

How do plants grow ard change?  Identify

& fected by it s enviromment
How are plants alike ad dif ferent? COoserve plant
to determine how they are alike and dif ferat; idatify
plats that can be alike and dif ferat in Gif fere '
How are animels alike and dif ferent? ]
how aninels are alike and dif ferat; idatify
characteristics for classifying animels
What are sore animal life cycles?

pecple are alike and dif ferat at GHf ferert stages
What do my bones, muscles, heart, and lungs d
Understand how the bones and muscles work
together to move the body; explain the importance of
exercise and healthful foods to keep bones and muscles
healthy; describe how the heart and
Iugs work together to carry axygen to all the body pats
understand that exercise mekes the heart and lungs
stroger
ard healthier
How do I digest food? Describe the process of diges-

SECOND GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE [Hiel
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What are stars ard planets? Identify and conpare stars
and planets identify a grop of stars as
a axstellation

What causes day and night? Identify characteristics of
the aun;

compare day and night; describe how they occur

What causes seasons?  Describe how the earth orbits
the sun; identify
earth

How does the moon move and change?  Demonstrate
how the

reflection of the an s light enables us to see the mom;
explain how sunlight and the moon s atit
around earth make the moon appear to

change shape

How does weather change and what is the water cycle?
Identify ways the weather can change from day
to day; recognize how the weather

changes from season to season; explain how water gets

What are forces? Recognize a force as sarething that
pushes or pulls a an doject to meke it
move and identify that a force is used to change

the locatim of an doject ard the divectim it is noving in
How do magnets work? Describe which poles of mag-
ret s attract ad repel each other ard give
examples of ways magnets are used

How can we measure motion? Recognize that weight,

the causes of seasons on

S8 STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Stamford Public Schools social
studies curriculum prepares students to
take an active role in the af fairs of teir
lo=l, state, and natiocnal community.
The social studies program empasizes
decision-meking, research, amalysis
and evaluation of graphic ard textual
information, cooperative group interac -
tion, and presentation skills to help st -
dents learn about themselves and the
interdependence of their families, aul -
ture, ratiom, ad the world.

Geography

Types of transportation
Commerce and industry
Seasonal changes

Product s and goods
Recreation, food, and housing
Qiltural antribatians

Geography, mejar cities

Types of transportatio

Commerce and industry

Seasonal changes Seasonal changes

Products and goods Products and goods

Recreation, food, and housing Recreation, food, and
C housing

Geography, mejar cities
Types of transportation

Commerce and industry

SECOND GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE [His)
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The basic elements ard principles of
design (drawing, painting, printeking,
saulpoure, ard crafts) fom the basis of
the wnit s studied in the elamentary
grades. Students achieve a level of
underst anding ard skill that will prepare
them for lifelang enjoyment ard
irvolvarent in the visual arts

Media, Techniques, and Processes

Dif ferentiate between a variety of media, tedmiques, and
processes
Describe how dif ferent media, techniques, and processes
cause
df ferat ef fat s and personal responses
Use dif ferent media, techniques, and processes to com-
municate

Elements and Organizatianal Principles of At
758 A, 400 S0 15 AT P e e TesRernible rprmer
convey ideas
Describe how dif ferent expressive features ard ways of
organizing them, cause dif ferent respanses
Use the elements of art ard principles of desion to

comunicate ideas
Subject Matter, Symiols, and Ideas

Discuss a variety of somces for art .
Select and use subject matter, o T

Second graders identify
the many ways visual
characteristics are used

to cawey ideas.

SN sTAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Reaognize that the visual arts have a history and variety
of albral

purposes and meanings

Identify specific warks of art as belaging to partiailar
styles, ailtures, times, ard places

Create art work that demonstrates understanding of how
histary

Identify variocus parposes for creating works of art

Describe visual characteristics of works of art using

visel arts terminology

Recognize that there are

df ferent respanses to i

soecific warks of art -

Describe their persaal
responses to

specific works

of art usirg visuel arts

terminology

Idatify possible

improvement s in the

The Visel Ats in Camection to Other Disciplines ard Daily Life

Identify camections between characteristics of the visual
ats ard

Identify comections between the visual arts ard other dis-
5

in the crriaulum

Describe how the visual arts are ocarbined with other arts
n

multimedia work

Demonstrate understarding of how the visual arts are
used in the

SECOND GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The Stamford Public Schools music
aurriculum provides gooortunities for
student s to devel their doilities in
keeping with state and national ocontent
& andards. Areas of study include vocal
performance, music reading and
nctation, listening, creating, movearent,
ard history and culture.

Student s will becare corpetent in a
variety of gdysical activities. They will
understand and goply principles of
human movement to the leaming and
development of motar gkills. Students
will identify ard uderstand how physi -
cal activity provides persarl enjoy -
ment, challenge, self-expression, and

Sing alae ard with others a variety of sags, ,
learning about and developing vocal tecHricue:

Play on appropriate pitched and nm—pitdééd
instrument s, learning about and developing fundamentd
techniques

Listen and respad to a variety of musical styles, uder-
& anding

Improvise and create music with voices and instruments

Respond to music through movement, games, and dances

Respard to music of variocus cultures

Explore and experience comnections between music and
other subjects

Skip, hop, cgallop, ard slide using mature motor pattems
Participare in a wide vardety of activities thet irvolve loo-
motor,
non-locomotor, and the menipulation of varicus dojects
Throw a ball hard demonstrating an overhand technique
Catch a gently thrown kall using properly positicned
hands
Cotiruously drilole a kall, using the hards or

rrol

Idatify for deracteristics of a
mature throw

Use concepts of gpace awareness and
movement control to run, hop, ard sk
ndf ferent ways in a large

group without bumping

inro others ar falling

Identify and demonstrat:

the mejar daracteristics

mature walking, ruming,

hopping, and skipping

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Experience and express pleasure from participatio in
dysical activity

Seek participation in gross motor activity of a moderate to
vigorous nature

Tnitdate partcipation in vigorous activity

with health-relared activities

Responsible Behavior

Use equipment and space safely and properly

Respard positively to an occasional reminder about a rule
infraction

Stop activity immediately at the sigmal to do so

Trvite a peer to take his or her tum at a piece of appara-
tus befare repeating a tum

Respect for Dif ferences

Ippreciate the benefits that accarpany cooperation and

sharing
Experience dif ferences and similarities among pecple of

df ferat
backgrounds by participating in activities of reriasl, ai -
tural, ad

o -
Berefits of Physical Activity
Ippreciate the benefits that accompany cooperation and
sharing
Accept the feelings resulting from challenges, successes,
and
failures in gysical activity
Demonstrate enjoyment while participating in giysical
activity
Try rew activities willirgly

WION sTAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

For nore information about the
2rd grade aurriculum, call

Mr. Sidney Abramowitz 203.977.4906 or
Dr. Margaret Queenan 203.977.5106




