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STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Dear Parents

What will my child leam in third grade?

Es a question you ve no doet asked, aut
of plain aricsity and the geruine desire to
supoort your child through countless hore -
work assignments ard projects Knowing
what units of study are coming up can give
yau the big pictire  you re lodking for, as
well as the goportunity for enriching family
conversations and experiences.

The Stamford Public Schools has prepared
this Parent Curriculum Guide as a helpfil
resource for you. Our curriculum meets state
ard natiarl standards in every subject and at
every grade level, while also encouraging cre-
ativity ad flexbility . Our teachers lodk for -
ward to being your partners in developing
yarr child s strengths and in regpanding to his
or her specific needs ard interests That
cooperative approach helps student s tuily
enjoy school  ard light s the spark for a life -

Dr.Anthony L. Mazzullo

Superinterdentof —Schoots
RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR
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Help Yoxr Child
Build Reading Skills

n

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Grade Three reading curriculum
enphasizes the ability to understard,
interpret, and make judgments about
written stories, megpzire articles,

and texthbooks.

Tnitial Understanding:
Understard fiction and nonfiction
Determine main idea in infommetianal writing by telling in
e

sentence its chief point

Determine there in stories by telling in ane sentence the
author s

message about life or pecple

Identify story elements by explaining who
the characters are and how

they change, what the setting is and why
it is inpxtant, ard what the

anflict is and how the prdblem is solved |

Comprehension, Part 2

Developing an Interpret atim:
Make connections between text and
experiences
Understand the orgenizational pattem of |§
a stary
(for exanple, begiming, middle, and
endirg)
Follow the organizational pattem of a fact@El™ E;MMd
bock (for exanple, an event ard its mfﬁ?‘aﬁﬂem-
history textlbock or the sequences of stepsfdel parem ina
follow in a science textlodk) stary or facthial Tock.
Suggest the author s purpose for inclhuding or
anitting facts in a factual bodk

THIRD GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE
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Imegine other possible incidents ar fat s the author might
have

included and suggest reasons why the author might have
Ht tdoe

incident s ar fats att

Provide evidence from the text to sugport conclusions

Point aut the pats of an infometiarl text that led ae to
Comprehension, Part 3

Taking a Critical Stance:
Use informetion from the text to meke predictions
Meke a judgrent about the quality of a story
Understard the implicatians of an informetiaal piece of
writing

Understard the literary devices an author uses (such as
the kird of omflict, the synols and
themes in a story or a figure of speech, ad
rhythm, rhyme, or word pattems in a poeam)

Evaluate the importance of infometio in a text

Know when to stop and pay attention to a fact ard when
to skim over
Reading Strategies
BB e s SR alur IR A FRBREE, Yia-
inferring, synthesizirg) in arder to be able to uderstand a
sty ar

informeriaal writing

Know when and how to use diagrams and charts to kesp
tradk of

infametio in a stary aor in infometiasl wdting

Interpret pictures, illustrations, swll neps, derts tables,
and graphs when reading nonfiction texts
Use context clues to determine meaning
Use graphic organizers to improve understanding

Recognize many sight words automatically

Recognize individual words and their meanings by using
comparisons to known words

Apply decoding skills while reading in context

Use context clues to determine meaning

Recognize high frequency words when reading

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Grade Three writing curriculum
emphasizes the composing of stories,
poars, and infometional writing to
tellatale, present a message, express
an emotian, explain an idea, or of &

W rite stories that are sequenced and include a prdolem
ad a solutimn

W rite poems that covey an emotion and have a mes-
sage

IEEENEEEEES) oo thet explain a poirt ar express
Use a writing process to express ideas:
Plan for writing (gather ideas arnd decide an a genre of
writing)
Compose the writing (put ideas on paper)
Shape the writing (add, expand an, delete, and orgenize
ideas)
Meke final choices (editing cawentions, words, publish-
W riting in Meny Dif ferent Genres (Types of Writip
T
Nerrative stories
Peetry (inclhuding
songs)
Book reviews

pE

Informetive writing

Student s formilate
their own ideas and
express them through
writing in thixd grace.

THIRD GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE




grade 7/12/2004 11:03 AM Page 9 CE

Poply editing cowentions of granmar and usage rules to
ae s o writing

Use complete sentences

Use capitalizatim far the proomn I, names, holidays,
groups, maths, days, ard letter cpening ard
closing

Spell grace level words correctly in firal drafts

Use punctuation, including pericds, question merks, excla-
mation marks, and commas (after the cloge of a let-

The Grade Three oral language
curriculum emphasizes communicating
clearly, working cooperatively, ad
listening attatrively to lesm.

Communicating

Relate experiences ard interests

Communicate simple messages orally

Spesk clearly

Engage in camwersation with classmates and adults
Focus on speaker

Listen without distraction

Participate in leaming groups

@ sTAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

THIRD GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE
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Compare, ackr, ard estimate fractions ard decimals
The Stamford Public Schools uelng models
ard pictures
mathematics curriculum reflects stcate Use concrete models and pictorial representations to
ard natiarl standards of what students develop an
underst arding of proportians (e.g., if 3 cardies cost 5
need to know ard e able to do. It also certs, how many candies can you buy for 10
is designed to help student s uderstand ot s, 20 ot s, ec.?)
) ] , Pattemns/Relationships far dollars ard cats (, ¢
that meth 1s an Inportant part o daily Make, hARDS FrRRLIIREY (YRt R LesS ShRm S0 - 00
Iife ard is the kasis of meny varied pro- describe, and extend nreric and gearetric lin-
ear pattems ard explain the pattems
in writirg
e— Extend number pattems irvolving
odd and even numbers
Idatify the valie of digits in nurbers through 999,999 Extend or complete pattems
Identify position of runbers on a mmber line and coordi - imvolving whole rumbers and attrib-
nates an a grid utes
Relate pictorial representations using base ten materials Idatify ar state rules far given pa -
to wole tems
mubers 0-9,999 and vice versa Discover pattems ard formilate
Read, order, and compare numbers 0-9,999 niles to 3
Use aoncrete materials to classify rumbers as odd or multiply/divide miltiples of 10, 100, a8~
even and 1000
Use numbers to count, compare, locate, measure, and Explore patterms and sequences
lakel using tEbles, graphs, and charts such as function
Use symols <, > and = to campare and order whole @bles and hundreds charts
mmbers up to far digit s Recognize and describe pattems thet exist
Identify altermative forms of expressing whole rumbers in a vardety of aotexts, such as poetry, at,
using regrouping music, body movement, shape, and color
Identify altermative forms of expressing whole runbers Explare finction activities ard establish
using expanded rotatiom rules far fuctias
Demonstrate understanding of the first forr places in the Engege in activities involving operations using oancrete,
decimal pictorial, ard synbolic models
murber system (ones, tens, hundreds, thousands) AXd and subtract facts up to 20
Use estimated strategies to determine and justify the rea- 24 ard subtract 1-, 2- and 3-digit rumbers with/without
sanableness of an answer regrouping
Use concrete materials to classify rumoers as odd or Demonstrate understanding of the irverse relationship
even between addition and subtraction
Rord 2-digit and 3-digit rumbers to nearest ten, hin- Use the concepts of equality and inequality of mumbers
dred, and $1.00 and number
Compare and order comm fractions (1/2, 1/3, 1/4, 1/6, sentences
e/ Use mathematical language and symbols related to cper
Identify nurerator and dencminator ard their fimctions atias

Tdentifis or dhade fracticml nat g of reaions and aet s ngsina
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W rite rumber sentences to match pictures and vice versa
Solve sinple story prablems irvolving addition or subtrac -
tim with

extraneous information

Estimate a reasonable answer to a problem

Solve prdblems involving rounding two-digit whole rmm-
loers

Solve prablems irvolving estimates of sums and differ-
ences, including money amounts

Solve prablems involving order and magnitude of whole
numbers

W rite story prablems from mumber sentences

W rite one- and two-step prdblems using addition and sub-
i

Identify needed information in prdolem situations

Use oancrete materials and arrays to model mulig

Use arrays to investicate pattems for miltiplidg
Apply the commutative properties of additiom g
carim
Introdice the associative property of addition
2+ (3+4)

Miltiply and divide by 2, 5, ard 10 :
Miltiply and divide where both factors are 0-1§ . -
Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between
additim, sudtraction, miltiplication, ard division

Use multiplication ard division symbols that relate

to factaor/product relarianships

Solve word prablems irnvolving time notatim

Explore addition and suotraction of fractions with
like-denominators

Use four function calculators to solve prdolems

Use calaulator to investigate skip counting by 2, 5, 10, 20,
and 50

Identify the aporaoriate gperation ultiplication ar
divisian) to solve sinple story prdolens

Trvesticgate the order property, the zero property, ard the
oroperty of ae for miltiplication

Use the following strategies to solve prdblars: At Tt Qrt,
Draw a Picture, Guess and Check,
Iock for a Patterm, Make a Table, Make a List,

W ork a Simpler Prablem, and Work Backward

8ol extended  iiinerical problems

Estimate sums and dif ferences

o

Measurement

Relate inch to foot, foot to yard, vard !
ard meter to centimeter iy

measures for a given situation

Estimate, measure, and draw length t

nearest 1/2 inch ard inch

Estimate, measure, and draw length usi

centimeters and meters '

Estimate length and areas

Measure the perimeter of a rectargle, square

ad triargle using standard and non-standard measures

Introduce weight using ounces, pourds, grams, ard kilo-
grams

Tnvestigate and estimate capacity using omces, cups
prts, qerts

pllas, ad liters

Draw rectangles and squares to match concrete displays
of retangles and squares

Use concrete square materials to determine the area of a
polygon

Estimate area using representations of custamery and
metric

Ssquare wnits

Solve real life prdblems involving volure

Understard terms - before ard after ad the hoar

Distinguish between a.m. and p.m.

Relate tine to fractians far half past and quarter past the
hour

Read ard interpret time tables

Tell time to the nearest hoar, Helf hor, and quarter hour
using analog ad digital cloks

Explore relationships between seconds, minutes, and
hours

Use real life prablens to calaulate elapsed time (e.g., the
tne it takes from the start of recess to its end)

W rite, solve, ard discuss story prdoleans involving time,
elapsad tine, and calendars

Read temperature amounts on Fahrenheit and Celsius
thermometers

Locate places on a mep using grid coordinates

THIRD GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE [l
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Idatify ridht angles

Identify and draw lines of symmetry

Identify ard draw similar, congruent, and symretrical fig-
ures using

caxrete ard pictorial models

Identify and classify amgles, lines, ard line segments

Identify arnd classify gearetric solids including prisms and
pyramids

Describe and compare the properties of plane ard solid
shapes, using ooncrete and pictorial models
Construct models of plane and solid shapes
ard diameter of a circle

Sort ard classify dojects into graoups by comon attrib-
utes ard explain the nile for each st

Idatify doject s or runbers that are the same or dif ferat
by ane

attrilbure, or that do/do not belayg in a metrix ar an array

Gllect, sart, classify, and record data

Explore a variety of ways for systematically recording,
organizing, and analyzing data

Construct graphs using data collected and interpret them

Interpret information presented in a bar gragh, pictograph,
lire gradh, tEble, ard chart

Create horizantal ard vertical bar graphs and pictographs
from datam t@bles and charts

Draw reasonable conclusions from graphs, tables, and
derts

Identify correct infometion fram graghs, tables, and
derts

Discuss the likelihood that varicus events will oo

TInvesticate the prdoability of a single event

Solve problems involving elementary notians of prdeebility

Predict, recard, and verify data to show the results o
prdoeility

experiment s using more irvolved events

B8 sTAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Science curriculum was developed
to meet the goals and content dojec-

tives of the Natiawml Science Education
Stendards. The cwrriculum is divided
into three standards-based strands: .
Life Science, Earth and Space
Science, and Physical Science.. . @/ @

s g
e

What are ecosystems? Cbserve and describe the

hebita s of organisms within an ecosystem; recoonize that
organisms with similar needs compete with
each other for resources

What are forest ecosystems? Identify sare living things
that meke

their hares in forest ecosystens; recoonize that living
things have

dreracteristics far surviving in dif ferent forest ewira -
ments

What are desert ecosystems? Identify some living
things that meke their hores in desert
ecosystens; recognize that living things have

cdharacteristics far surviving in desert s

What are grassland ecosystems? Identify sore living
things that meke their hores in grassland
ecosystans; recognize how living things are
adapted for surviving in grasslarnds

What are water ecosystems? Identify the two main
types of water ecosystems; give exanples
of livirng things thet live in each type of water
ecosystem and oonclude that living things in water ecosys-
tems meet their reeds in dif ferent ways

How do animals get food? Recognize that the energy
most living things get fram food originated
with the sn; coxxclucke thet all living things get
energy from food

and food welds?” ¢ "ReeGIniZe "tha

plat s and other animals for ener-

o
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What are rocks & minerals? Describe what minerals and
roks are;

give exanples of the uses of minerals and rocks and
identify the salid ard liquid partitias of te
earth s structure

How do rocks form?  Identify the three types of rocks and
how they form; describe the way
people use rocks and describe the sequence of

events in the rock cycle that can change ane type of rock
into ancther

What are fossils? Describe how fossils form; give exam-

ples of the
df ferent types of fossils; recoonizes where most fossils
are fourd; describe how fossils show

that life has changed

What are landforms, slow landform changes and rapid
landform changes? Identify sare of the forces that
change the earth s surface; describe the ways
df ferent landforms look; recognize wihy landforms constant -
¥ change, describe how wind, water, ad ice
shape the earth s swface; idatify earth-
quakes, volcances, and floods; describe how

earthquakes, volcances, and floods charnge the surface of
the earth

How do soils form, differ, and how can people conserve
sil? Idatify where soil cores from and how it

solids, liquids or gases; describe evaporation
How can matter be measured?  Demonstrate !
gather informetion about mass and volume by us:
apporapriate tools to identify physical properties g
What are physical and chemical changes? X
thet
matter has miltiple forms and can be changed from one
fam to
another; describe a chemical change and recognize that
when two or more substances combine, a new

US| sTAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

o

What are heat, thermal energy and temperature? Relate
heat and

thermal energy; explain how thermal energy af fats mat -
ter; descrile three ways in which thermal energy
moves from place to place; compare taols far
measuring temperature; explore ways to control

thermal energy

Describe three ways in which thermal energy moves from
place to place; compare tools for measuring tem-
perature ard explore ways to ootrol thermal

SOCIAL STUDIES

Student s in Grade Three are irvolved in
a miltiaultural mosaic of the influence
a variety of ailtures have had an the his -
tay of the American continent and on

Arerican cities, e.g., New Yark City, a
Stamford. They also focus arnd learn
abaut the contributions of Native
Americans.

Tmmigration
Environment
Recreation, art, literatuare, nusic,
religion, and education languacr
Dress and customs of a specif”
immigrant population

Major Native American Tribes

Crafts ad art

Dress

Custaoms, celebrations

Various modes of commications (folk tales, aral histary,
legerds)

THIRD GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE (i)
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The basic elements ad principles of
design (drawing, painting, printveking,
sculpture, ard crafts) form the besis
of the nits studied in the elementary
grades. Students achieve a level

of understading ard gkdll that will
prepare them for lifelag enjoyment
ard irvolvement in the visual arts

Media, Techniques, and Processes

Dif ferentiate between a variety of media, tedmiques, and
processes

Describe how dif ferent media, techniques, and processes
cause

df ferat ef fat s and perscnal responses

Use dif ferent media, techniques, and processes to com-
mmnicate ideas, feelings, experiences, arnd
Elements and Orgenizatianal Principles of &t

B, B 0T S e el e
convey ideas

Describe how dif ferent expressive features and ways of
orgenizing them, cause dif ferent respanses

Use the elements of art and principles of design to camui-
Subject Matter, Symbols, and Ideas

Discuss a variety of sources for art aotent
Select and use subject matter, symools, and ideas to cam-
mmicate
meaning
The Visel Ats in Relation to History and Qultures

Recognize that the visual arts have a history ard variety
of aitual

purposes and meanings

Identify specific works of art as kelaging to partiailar
styles, ailtures, times, ard places

WlS) sTAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Create art work that demonstrates understanding of how
histary ar
allture can influence visual art

Identify variocus purposes for creating
warks of art
Describe visual dmaracteristics of
works of art usirg visel arts
terminology
Recognize that there are dif ferat
respanses to specific works:
at
Descrilbe personal responses to
gpecific works of art using
alats
terminology
The Visel Ats in Camection to Other Disciplines and Daily Life
et i e o H IR Rerictics
the visel arts and other disciplines
Identify comections between the visual arts ard ot
disciplines in the arricdlum
Describe how the visual arts are carbined with other arts
in miltimedia work
Demonstrate understarnding of how the visual arts are
used in the world around us
Recognize that works of visual art are produced by arti -
sans ard artists warkdrg in dif feret ail -
tures, times, ard places

THIRD GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE
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The Stamford Public Schools music
aurriculum provides ggoortunities for
student s to devel their doilities in
keeping with state ard natical content
& andards. Areas of study include vocal
performance, music reading and
nctation, listening, creating, nmoverent,
ard history ad culture.

Sing alae ard with others a variety of sags in
unison and pats, developing vocal technique

instrurent s in wniso and pats
developing instrumental teChI'quui‘e
Play recorder, developing <
woodwind techniques

Improvise ard arrenge music within specified guidelines

Responding To Music

Respond to music through more advanced movement,
games, and dances

Explore arnd experience music in relation to history ard cul -
ture

SN sTAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Student s will becare corpetent in a
variety of gdysical activities. They will
understand and goply principles of
human movement to the leaming and
development of motar gkills. Students
will identify ard uderstand how physi -
cal activity provides persarl enjoy -
ment, challenge, self-expression, and

Change directions and pathways while moving through

Travel and smoothly change directions or movements to
music with

gts (measures) of three or four beats

Throw balls of varicus sizes and weights to an aporooriate
arget ar

partner using a smooth overhand motion

Drilble (hards/feet) in a group in a boudaried area with-
at losing
cr ool ith ctters
Relkia.A if Sleroan Btk R idse e
fellow student and provide feedoack to that st
Strike a sof tly thrown kall with a ket ar pad™
demonstrating an appropriate grip
Understard that agpropriate practice
improves performance

(g

THIRD GRADE CURRICULUM GUIDE
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Engage in moderate to vigorous pliysical activity cutside
of gym class

Participate in a wide variety of activities thet irvolve looo-
motor, noloco- motor, ard menipulation of dojects
atside of physical education class
Sustain vigorous activity for nore than ten mirutes
Responsible Behavior ties that are vigorous

Practice gpecific skills as assigned until the teadher sig-
mels the

ed of practice

Hxestly report the results of work

Assist a partrer by sharing doservatians about skill per-
formance
Respect for Dif ferences

Display cxsideration of others in ghysical activity settings
Demonstrate the elements of socially acosptable anflict
resolution
Berefits of Pysical Adtivity
Use physical activity as a means of self-expression
Enjoy feelings resulting fram irvolvament in physical activ-
iy

Celebrate personal successes and achievements and
those of others

Try rew activities willirgly

WAl sTAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

For nore information about the
3rd grade arriculum, call:

Mr. Sidney Abramowitz 203.977.4906 or
Dr. Margaret Queenan 203.977.5106




