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STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Dear Parents

What will my child leam in kindercarten?

I s a question you ve no daubt asked, out of
plain curiosity and the geruine desire to sup-
port your child through countless homework
assignment s ard projects. Knowing what units
of study are coming up can give you the big
picore you re loddrg far, as well as the
aooortunity for enriching family cawversations
and experiences.

The Stamford Public Schools has prepared
this Parent Curriculum Guide as a helpfil
resource for you. Our curriculum meets state
ard natiarl standards in every subject and at
every grade level, while also encouraging cre-
ativity ad flexbility . Our teachers lodk for -
ward to being your partners in developing
yar child s strengths and in respoding to his
or her gpecific needs and interests That
cooperative approach helps student s tuily
enjoy school  ard light s the spark for a life -

Dr.Anthorny L. Mazzullo
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Help Yoxr Child
Build Reading Skills

n

e with your child. Make reading

d. Encourage :i.. tild
ies, ard poas.

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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READING

The kindergarten reading curriculum
develops students ability to uderstand
ad interpret stardies that are read alad,
to understand important ideas about
the way bocks work, and to read a
sinple bodk.

Understand stories and factual books when they are read
aloud

Apply prior knowledge to understand
rew stories ar mnfictio texts

Retell stories and factual bodks
Answer questions about stories and

factual bocks
Relate experiences from cne s o life
to the events cf a

stary ar ideas of a factual bock
Notice when the story isn t meking

sense and ane is aon-
fused

Identify spoken words with similar begirming
sords (pet , pan), midle (pst, hen),

RSy e R EE ke LiF Se v yRls afrdiriaieiet
BEELify front and back of a bock

e thaad ehirs thet eprespRd to souds (b mekes the
REG LR to help with uderstanding

Know stories are read from left to righit and top to bottom
Recognize and produce rhymes

Identify letters (ugper case ard lower case)

But words into categories (favorite foods, fawvorite colors)
Know that letters represent written-down sounds

(et = the souds of A/ /a/ /t/)

Recognize beginning and end of words and sentences

KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDE
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Recognize words

Read sinple picture book stories

Read simple factual picture bocks

Idantify deracters in a stary

Idatify the setting of a stary

Identify the sequence in which
event st ake place in a
sty

Infer the message of a story

Repeat facts fram a factual bock
Name the important idess in a factu-
al bock

cen vocabulary
Rhyme words

Identify begiming and ending sounds of spoken words
Bled sards into a wad (/c/ /a/ /t/ = cat)

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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WRITING

The kindergarten writing curriculum
uses drawing or writing or a carbina -
tion of the two to express ideas ar tell a

o w2 ¥
oLy .

Draw ar use scrilble letters ar real lette. s
to tell a story ar dare infametion

Tell an adience what the story or
informetion says

W rite all the letters of the alghabet that meke wp
ae s first rame

W rite own name so that others can read it

Start tre first letter of a wad at the left hard side of the
page

and aontime to add letters arnd words fram left toridt

Attempt to write words according to sounds heard

W rite as mary of the letters as are heard

inawad a1l far kell)

W rite the coaxect letter

faor the begiming of

wrds (b for big)

ad the aorrect letter

for the ending of words

(p for pet)

KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDE
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ORAL LANGUAGE

The kindercarten oral language curricu-
lun enphasizes speaking and listening
to create and understand clear mes -
sages, stories, and information.

Comunicate a clear message

Give another person a clear description of an event
in ae slife

Deliver a simple oral message

Engage in conversation with classmates and adults
Relate experiences and interests

Listen to a message, story, ar infametio

ad ke able to repeat it

Retell a story ad tell about an evart in the arder
in which it ococurred

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Help Yorr Child
Build Math Skills

n

KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDE [
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M ATH

The Stamford Public Schools mathemat -
ics arriaulum reflect s state and natiaal
& andards of what students need to know
ard e able to do. It also is designed
to help student s uderstand that math
is an inportant part of caily life ad is
the basis of many varied professians.

Match sets 1-10, using one-to-one correspondence
Count forward 1-30 & 12-0 backwards

Use a mumber line to locate, comare, adker, and comt an
Tdentify and write runbers in order 0-30

Use ordinal terminology, fit - fifth

Join/separate sets

Toatify, create, and carpare sets that han
more/less items than other sets

Tdentify and show two equal pats of a wole
Estimate quantity in a given set of dojects fx
nmumbers 30 and less

Use estimation strategies to determine the
reasonableness of an answer

Use pamies, nickels and dimes to

represent amounts of money to $0

Model, describe, and exterd growing rhythmic, size,
shape, position, and rumber pattems using real dojects
Tdentify and extend pattems to solve prdolems

Toatify, extend, and solve problems with simple rurber
pattems

Identify and exterd pattems with plane shapes

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Recognize, describe, reproduce, create, and extend pa -
temrs

and sequences using attributes, mumbers, and geometric
shapes

Tdentify rules ard exterd pattems based an the nuile
Explore pattems an a hundreds chart

Use pattems ard relatianships to solve prdolems

Develop and use computatiamrl strategies for geeratians
such as comnting on, doubles, and
one/two, more/less than a given rumber

Model addition as com-
bining sets and adding to
st s

2Add one more to the
numbers
zero through nine

Idantify plus (+) ad
equal
sign (=) and model
recording

State addition facts uwp
to 10

2Add two more to the
numbers 0
through 8

Use pictures to represent number
sentences

Explore addition and

subtraction through the use

of menipulatives

Recognize that addition can

e recorded in vertical form

Use number sentences to

record subtraction

Subtract two from the mumbers 2-10

Idatify doject s or numbers that belag in a collection or
array

Use the following strategies to solve prdblams:

Draw a Picture, Look For a Pattemn, Use a Graph, At Tt

KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDE
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Use comparative language when describing length and
heigt (longer/longest,
shorter/shortest, tallayt allest)

Estimate and measure length and height in non-standard
uits

Explore the concept of weight with a simple balance scale
by

comparing ard ordering

Use comparative language when describing weight

(Lighter/lightest, heavier/heaviest)

Explore the concept of capacity by comparing and order -
ing aotainers

Use comparative language when describing capacities of
oot airers (more/most, less/least)

Develop concepts of an hour and a mirute

Estimate how many times tasks can be completed in a
minute

Tell time to the howr using amalog arnd digital clodks

Find ard use information from a calendar

(months, seasons, days of the week)

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

o



_kindergarten 7/12/2004 10:30:&& Page 14

Tdentify ard dammstrate use of positiaal terms (e.g.,
top/middle/

bottam, before/between/af ter, inside/ar sid _richt/]
Idatify, describe, compare, ad| : J
plare shepes (circle, square,
trargle, rectangle)

Idatify, describe, capare, arg
three-dimensicnal shapes (cube

faud in the world (art, matuare,
classroom, or at hore) y
Construct shapes and solids usingsa
variety of meterials

Create symretrical pictures and
represent ations; identify symmetry

Sort ard classify dojects based on a comon attribute

Engage in systematic listing, counting, and reasoning

Explore ways of recording, organizing, and analyzing data

Tnterpret data from bar graphs, Ve diagrams, pic-
tographs, tables, duerts, and maps
to solve prablems

Construct bar graphs, Verm diagrams, pictographs, and
maps fran data htables ard charts

Use tally merks to record data

Use aoncept of chance to meke and verify predictions

Record ard discuss results from sinple prdosbility experd -
ments

and engage in chence activities using materials such as
number

cubes and spinners

KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDE
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SCIENCE

The Stamford Public Schools science
curriculum was developed to meet the
goals and ootent dojectives of the
National Science Education Standards.
The curriculum is divided into three stan-
dards-based strands: Life Science, Earth
and Space Science, and Phaysical Science.

Wat is living? What is nonliving? Identify animels ard
plats as livirg things; describe the diff&r-
ences between living and nonliving things

What is an animal? Recognize that animals have vari -
aus kirds of

gimilarities ad dif ferences; describe the sizes, shapes,
ard structures

of animals; doserve, describe, and sort animals

What do animals need? Recognize that animals need
food, water, ar ad a place to live; explain
how plants and animals depend on each other;

identify animels by their hebitat and explain how habita
loss can endanger them

How do animals move,=grow? Describe, compare, and
classify animals

by the ways they move; sort animal Z00, Or
pet depending a where th +

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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How can we keep track of weather? Recognize kinds of
weather and weather tools and how weather
g fat s earth ad its intebitats
descrile weather dif far-
ences using
terms related to weather; doserve
and record weather
coditions
What are the seasons?
Recognize that changes in
weather occur over seasons,
& fecting Farth ard its intebitats
recognize that the seasons occur
na pattem;
characteristic of spring, sumer, 81
and winter
How can we predict the weather?
nal changes through- atk

What about dbjects?  Observe and describe common
doject s ad their properties by using the five
senses; describe and compare dojectsin
terms of properties such as shape, form ard texture; sort
dojects by their properties including size and
weidht; predict the next doject in a sequence
to conplete a pattem; descrile dojects in teme of giysical

properties; recognize that dojects can be moed bxr riiah -
es ar pulls ard through the foree « :
describe the movement and speed of
doject s; develop questions based on dbse

What about water? Recognize the way

flows ard takes the dhape of its cortaire

recognize and describe the surface tensi

water as it reacts to other dojects; recog

when placed in water, some dojects sin

doject s flcat; recoonize that dojects can cnange

over time and those changes can be dbserved

and measured; recognize that water can be a liquid

or solid ard can be made to change back ard forth; rec-

ognize that
water has properties that can be.dbsexved .and tested;. ..
communicate doservatians of water in liquid and

an1iAd Ffrma and exmarrwvation

T
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SOCIAL STUDIES

The Stamford Public Schools social
studies program prepares students to
take an active role in the af fairs of teir
lo=l, state, and natiocnal community.
Decision-meking, research, analysis
and evaluation of graphic ard textual
information, cooperative group interac -
tion, ard presentation gkills are emda -
sized to help student s leam about
themselves and the interdependence of
their famlies, aulture, ratiom, ard world.

W ork at forming a positive self-i

expressing satisfaction in themse

Develop awareness that everyone

similar ard dif ferar

Understand the importance of goo

Enjoy music from each other s cu

Be aware of various custamns and religions

Leam about dif ferent kinds of homes arourd the world
Recognize how families celebrate dif ferat American holi -
days

Recognize the contributions made by people from various

etlmic groups

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Student s work at forming

a positive self-imege and

expressing satisfaction

in themselves.

KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDE
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VISUAL ARTS

The basic elements ad principles of
desion (drawing, painting, printeking,
saulpture, ard crafts) form the kesis
cf the uiits studied in the elarentary
grades. Students achieve a level of
underst anding ard gkill which will
prepare them for lifelag enjoyment
ard irvolvarent in the visual arts

Dif ferentiate between a variety of media, tedmiques, and
processes

Describe how dif ferent media, teclmiques, and processes
cause

df ferat ef fat s and perscnal responses

Use dif ferent media, techniques, and processes to com-
mmicate

385 R AR Ol WS
are used to canvey ideas
Describe how dif ferent expressive featurs
and ways of organizing them cause diffe
responses l
Use the elements of art ard principles of
design to commumicate ideas

Discuss a variety of somces for art @
Select and use subject matter, symbols,
ideas to communicate meaning

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Reaognize that the visual arts have a history and variety
&

cultural purposes and meanings

Create art work that demonstrates understanding of how

Identify varicus purposes for
cresting
warks of art
Describe visual characteristics
&
warks of art
Recognize that there are
df ferat

respanses to
geecific warks of art
Describe one s persaal

respses to specific
warks of art
Idatify possible improve -

Describe how the visual arts are ocarbined with other arts
in miltimedia work

| Demonstrate understanding of how the visual arts are

| used

in the world around us

Recognize that works of visual art are produced by arti -
sans

ad artists, wakirg in dif ferent aultures, times, and places

KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDE
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MUSIC

The Stamford Public Schools music
aurriculum provides gooortunities for
student s to devel their doilities in
keeping with state and natiomal ocontent
& andards. Areas of study include vocal
performance, music reading and
nctation, listening, creating, movearent,
ard history and culture.

Sing alae ard with others a variety «
learmnming about and developing vocal

Listen ard respad to a variety of mus
uderst anding the flow of the melody
the pulse of the rdytim

Improvise and create music with voic
instrument s

Respond to music through movement
and dances

Respand to music of variocus cultures
Explore and experience comections
music and other subjects

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Student s will becare corpetent in a
variety of gdysical activities. They will
understand and goply principles of
human movement to the leaming and
development of motar gkills. Students
will identify ard uderstand how physi -
cal activity provides persarl enjoy -
ment, challenge, self-expression, and
social interactiom.

Demonstrate progress toward the mature form of selected
menipulative, locamtor and nonlocomotor skills

Travel in a foward and sideways direction using a variety
of looomotor pattems and change direction
quickly in respmse to a sigml

Balance an a variety of conbinations of body pats

Toss a ball ad catch it before it bonces twice.

Kick a stationary ball using a gmwoth contimicus ruming

W alk, run, hop, ad skip in forwerd and
sideways directions, and changes
directians quickly in respanse to a g°
Travel damnstrating a variety of
relatiaships with doject s, e.g.,
under, behind, alagside, thror
Travel and change from one g

to ancther at a sigal

Lead or follow a partrer using ¢
variety of locomotor movement s
Place a variety of body pats irto
hich, middle and low levels

KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDE
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Engege in moderate to vigorous phiysical activity
Recognize that physical activity is good for persaal well-
being

then%ig]e rulgs for participating in the gymasium and on
Respond to rule infractions when reminded once
Take tums using a piece of equipment
Transfer rules of the gym to nules of the playgrord

Enjoy paticipation alane and with others
Choose playmates without regard to personal dif ferences
(e.g., race, gader, dishility)

Enjoy paticipation alane and with others

Idatify feelings that result fran participation in ghysical
Lock forward to physical education classes

Try rew activities willirgly

STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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For nore information about the
kirndergarten arriculum, call:

Mr. Sidney Abramowitz 203.977.4906 or
Dr. Margaret Queenan 203.977.5106




