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STAMFORD PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS IMPROVE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN THE ALTA ACADEMY

Forty students from Stamford High and Westhill High are improving their academic and social emotional skills by participating in the yearlong program known as ALTA (Aspiring Leadership Though Action).  The ALTA Academy is a $141,000 state-funded program that integrates academic instruction, cultural/recreational enrichment, college readiness, and family engagement.  It targets 9th and 10th grade Latino students who follow an intensive four-day-per-week schedule.  Students’ families also agree to attend bimonthly workshops on topics such as parent leadership, standardized testing, and college awareness.  In addition, all courses offered by the Stamford Public Schools’ Adult & Continuing Education program are made available to ALTA parents and families free of charge.
"The ALTA program is a great example of what can happen when central office, schools,  and the community work together to meet students needs,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Joshua P. Starr.  “I know that if we continue to take steps to help each and every child, all of our kids, whatever their backgrounds, will graduate ready for college."

            The ALTA Academy runs from September through June.  It consists of academic instruction in math, reading, and writing on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons at the students’ home schools.  On Wednesday afternoons, students receive homework help, tutoring, and drama instruction at the Yerwood Center. On Saturday mornings, students return to the Yerwood Center for five hours of academic enrichment, performing arts, recreational, and leadership development activities.  
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Students receive incentives for good attendance and for improving their grades at a celebration dinner/ceremony at the end of each marking period.  The next dinner will take place on Thursday, February 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the Senior Center auditorium at Stamford Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard.  Purdue Pharma will award two laptops (one for a Stamford High student, one for a Westhill student) for the highest grades at the end of the school year.  
In addition to the ongoing weekly schedule for students, there will be a parent meeting on Thursday, January 25th at 7:00 p.m. in the Board of Education Meeting Room on the 5th floor of Stamford Government Center.   

Partners in the ALTA program include the Stamford Public Schools, Yerwood Center, the Mayor’s Youth Services Bureau, Hispanic Leadership Academy, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Family Centers, Stamford Out of School Time Alliance (SOSTA), Adult & Continuing Education, the Greater Stamford Chamber of Commerce, and Connecticut Ballet.

